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vengeance of the people. Obnoxious ministers and
favourites would immediately be restored to their
offices. Every individual who had been observed
to cultivate British friendship would flee the country,
in well grounded apprehension of destruction by the
ministers or their connections. Commerce would
again be suppressed by the confusion that would
prevail in the country ; and the monarch, whose
person is too sacred for assassination, would pro-
bably be compelled to abandon his kingdom."

In another part of his letter he states : " It appears
to me that the British Government should continue
its mediating and controlling influence, as the only
means of preserving order and tranquillity." His
urgent representations and the appeal of Gaurinath
for the retention of Welsh and his troops whose
work he cordially appreciated, were of no avail ; and
an order reached Welsh to return to Bengal by the
ist of July. The Assam monarch might well appraise
the work of this officer and those with him, for Welsh
and his little force had succeeded admirably. By
his tact, judgment, and firmness, he had brought
about a restoration of order and the punishment of
all marauding gangs ; further, he had attained the
confidence of all and had put down corrupt officials.
His troops had, in fact, achieved wonders in the face
of overwhelming odds and obstacles.

During the operations round Rangpur, Lieutenant
Creswell, left in command at Gauhati, had been
obliged to cross the Brahmaputra with two com-
panies, the zyth and one of the i6th Native Infantry, in
order to break up a large gang who were terrorising
the Darrang district. A severe but successful fight